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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA HOSTS BILLINGS RECEPTION FOR SUPPORTERS 
MISSOULA -
University of Montana-Missoula supporters and Grizzly fans living in the Billings area 
will be honored during a Community Days reception Thursday, Sept. 10, at the Billings Sheraton 
Sky Top Room.
UM has revived Community Days to recognize contributions people living outside 
Missoula make to the University and its athletic teams throughout the year, and Billings is the 
first stop on the statewide tour.
The public is invited to the 5:15-6:30 p.m. reception, which will be used to pay special 
tribute to Billings residents Bill and Ann Ruegamer for their contributions to UM. Ann just 
completed a three-year term on the UM Alumni Association Board, while Bill previously served 
on the Business Advisory Council and continues to be involved in helping the School of 
Business Administration.
In addition, the Ruegamers and Billings fans will be recognized during the Montana 
Grizzlies’ first home game at Washington-Grizzly Stadium on Saturday, Sept. 12.
Thursday’s reception will be hosted by Bill Schwanke, Grizzly assistant athletic director 
and executive director of the Grizzly Athletic Association; Jim O’Day, GAA assistant director; 
Wayne Hogan, Grizzly athletic director; and Bill Johnston, UM Alumni Association executive 
director.
UM last conducted Community Days in 1991. Johnston said the event was revived as a 
way to “recognize and thank people across Montana for their support of UM.”
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